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Abstract

Molecular pathological epidemiology (MPE) is a new
discipline which emerged as an integrated approach
of molecular pathology and epidemiology and was
introduced for the first time by Professor Shuji Ogino
and Professor Meir Stampfer in the year of 2010. MPE

Beishideng®  WCJD | www.wjgnet.com

557

studies in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) investigate
the relationship among risk factors, molecular
biomarkers, and initiation, progression, and prognosis
of HCC, which can be used for exploring the molecular
mechanisms of HCC and for the molecular classification
of the high risk population. Type 2 diabetes mellitus
(DM) has been confirmed as an established risk factor
for HCC, and MPE can be helpful to better understand
the underlying molecular mechanisms. On December
20, 2017, the first China-Japan Symposium on HCC-
MPE was held successfully in Beijing. HCC-MPE
provides the opportunities and challenges to solve some
problems of HCC, and I believe that it can be helpful
to improve the early diagnosis, molecular typing,
personalized prevention and treatment, and prognosis
of HCC.

© The Author(s) 2018. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Key Words: Hepatocellular carcinoma; Molecular pathological
epidemiology; Molecular pathology; Molecular epidemiology;
Type 2 diabetes mellitus
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