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Abstract

Colorectal cancer (CRC) is one of the most common

Beishideng®  WCJD | www.wjgnet.com

malignant tumors in the world, and its morbidity and
mortality both rank third among all malignant tumors
in China. Rectal cancer accounts for 60%-70% of cases
of CRC. With the in-depth study of the pathogenesis
of CRC and the mechanism of tumor metastasis, and
the improvement of surgical techniques and methods,
anal sphincter surgery for middle and low rectal cancer
is increasing gradually. Although the quality of life of
the patients improves significantly after anal sphincter
preservation for rectal cancer, anastomotic leakage is
still one of the most common and serious complications.
Studies show that the incidence of anastomotic leakage
after surgery for low rectal cancer is 3%-21%, and the
death rate is up to 3%. Therefore, a comprehensive
assessment of patients and analysis of risk factors
before operation is of great significant for reducing
the potential risk of anastomotic leakage and choosing
surgical approach and appropriate preventive measures
to prevent and reduce the occurrence of anastomotic
leakage. In this paper, we summarize the recent research
on anastomotic leakage after rectal cancer surgery in
order to help other clinicians reduce the incidence of
anastomotic leakage in clinical practice.

© The Author(s) 2018. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Key Words: Low rectal cancer; Surgical operation;
Anastomotic leakage; Preventive ileostomy
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