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Abstract

BACKGROUND

Although the gastrointestinal tract is a relatively common
site of melanoma metastases, reports of digestive tract
hemorrhage caused by melanoma are very rare. The
metastatic route is still unclear, though it is considered as
implant metastasis in oral malignant melanoma.

CASE SUMMARY

We report the case of an 88-year-old man who was
admitted to our hospital with hematemesis and melena.
By endoscopic inspection, he was diagnosed with active
hemorrhage caused by primary gastric cancer or gastric
stromal tumor. Eventually, he underwent surgical resection
treatment and was discharged. At the outpatient review 3 wk
postoperatively, it was noted that an oral melanoma which
had been overlooked preoperatively had enlarged several
times and was eventually considered to be the primary focus
of the gastrointestinal melanoma. The patient passed away at
home after 1 mo.

CONCLUSION

In the present case, an oral cavity mass was found but
not further identified, which caused misdiagnosis. The
possibility of malignant melanoma should be considered
when encountering a gastrointestinal mass, especially when
combined with mucocutaneous melanoma. In patients
who have pure cutaneous melanoma, attention should
also be paid to their gastrointestinal symptoms, with
regular gastrointestinal endoscopy or systemic examination
performed.

© The Author(s) 2022. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Key Words: Stomach; Melanoma; Gastrointestinal hemorrhage;
Gastroscope
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