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Abstract

Diarrhea is a major cause of morbidity and
mortality in the world. There are millions of
people dying of diarrhea, and most of them are
children. Diarrhea can be divided into acute di-
arrhea and chronic diarrhea based on the length
of the course, and into infectious diarrhea and
noninfectious diarrhea according to the etiology.
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Diarrhea is an imbalance in absorption and se-
cretion of water and electrolytes in the intestine,
which involves abnormal ion transport. This
paper reviews recent advances in understanding
the causes of diarrhea, the relationship between
intestinal ion transport and diarrhea, and ion
transport in different kinds of diarrhea, with
an aim to providing a reference and some new
ideas on the comprehensive understanding of
the pathogenesis, pathophysiology and treat-
ment of diarrhea.
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