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Abstract

AIM: To observe the function of pelvic auto-
nomic nerve preservation (PANP) during lapa-
roscopic surgery for low rectal cancer.

METHODS: Seventy-six elderly patients who
underwent laparoscopic surgery for low rectal
cancer were included in this study. These pa-
tients were divided into either an observation
group (n = 40) or a control group (n = 36). The
observation group underwent PANP, while the
control group did not undergo PANP. After
treatment, the short-term and long-term micturi-
tion function was observed. In addition, a three-
year follow-up was performed, and the quality
of life was scored at the last follow-up.

RESULTS: The percentage of patients who had
improved short-term and long-term micturition
function was significantly higher in the observa-
tion group than in the control group (17.50% vs
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47.22%, 0% vs 5.56%, both P < 0.05). Psychologi-
cal state (SAS, SDS) and self esteem (SES) scores
were significantly better in the observation
group than in the control group (36.64 + 4.27 vs
42.37 + 4.35, 32.84 + 3.21 vs 39.43 + 3.92, 2445 *
4.20 vs 18.54 £ 3.20, all P < 0.01).

CONCLUSION: PANP during laparoscopic
surgery for low rectal cancer can improve mic-
turition function and patient's quality of life.

© 2013 Baishideng. All rights reserved.
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