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Abstract

Colorectal and gastric cancers are very common
disease entities in China. Postoperative chemo-
radiotherapy has become the standard of care
for treatment of colorectal and gastric cancers,
mainly because most diagnoses are at late or
advanced stages. Based on statistics from large
sample studies and because of the heterogeneity
among patients having the same site of cancer,
there are variations in the effects and toxicity
among those receiving standard chemotherapy.
Tailored chemotherapy based on pharmaco-
genetics and pharmacogenomics has received
much attention and has shown predictive poten-
tial. The present paper focuses on advances in
tailored chemotherapy in colorectal and gastric
cancers to determine the potential value of the
drug-associated genes.
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