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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the correlation between ex-
pression of c-Met protein and microvessel den-
sity (MVD) in colorectal carcinoma and to assess
their clinical significance.

METHODS: Immunohistochemical SP method
was used to detect the expression of c-Met pro-
tein and CD34 (for assessment of MVD) in 40
cases of colorectal carcinoma, 40 cases of tumor-
adjacent neoplastic tissue and 40 cases of normal
colorectal tissue.
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RESULTS: The positive rate of c-Met expres-
sion in colorectal carcinoma was significantly
higher than that in adenoma and normal tissue
(x’=29.39, P < 0.01). The MVD in colorectal car-
cinoma was also significantly higher than that in
adenoma and normal tissue (H = 90.468, P < 0.01).
C-Met expression and MVD had no correlation
with tumor site and histological stage, but were
closely related to Dukes stage, depth of invasion,
lymph node metastasis and distant metastasis (all
P < 0.05). The MVD in c-Met-positive rectal can-
cer was higher than that in c-Met-negative rectal
cancer (t = 3.126, P < 0.01).

CONCLUSION: C-Met possibly plays an im-
portant role in the invasion and metastasis of
colorectal carcinoma. Combined detection of
c-Met expression and MVD may be helpful for
judging prognosis in colorectal carcinoma.

© 2013 Baishideng. All rights reserved.
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