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Abstract
AIM: To identify the pre-X gene in HBV strains of Chinese
patients.

METHODS: The whole HBV genome was amplified by long-
distance and accurate polymerase chain reaction (LA-PCR)
method from the serum of 2 patients with chronic HBV
infection, and then the PCR products were cloned into pGEM
Teasy vectors. Five clones of HBV genome were sequenced.
Sequences of our finding were compared with other HBV
genome sequence deposited in GenBank.

RESULTS: Pre-X region was found in the HBV genome of
these 5 clones, just upstream to the X gene. The pre-X
gene is 168 bp long, and can be translated with X gene in
frame. The amino acids sequence of pre-X gene was as
the following: MGLGYWPSPPAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFCS
QPVWSETYRNRQLCCPLSQIHLLS.

CONCLUSION: Pre-X region may be a serotype-specific
coding gene.

Dong J, Cheng J. Study on definition of pre-X region in hepatitis B virus
genome.Shijie Huaren Xiaohua Zazhi 2003;11(8):1097-1101
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(long and accurate 1.2.2
ORF ,

, Vector 6.0

GenBank

ayr®™ | adw2®, adw4  ayw!'.
123 =X

JM109 ) G683-A2

[9, 10].
, m 9 2
(1:1) 2.1 HBV
[12,13]
, P1: ,

HBV
HBV

5" - CCG GAAAGC TTG AGC TCT TCT TTT TCA CCT , 5

CTG CCT AAT CA-3’, P2: 5’ - CCG GAA AGC TTG
AGC TCT TCA AAA AGT TGC ATG GTG CTG G-3’. PCR
PCR ,

Teasy
pGEM Teasy

3.2kb

HBV
3213, 3215 3125nt.
GenBank
, AF363963. AF384371

pGEM
JM109.

ADR G683-A1
ADR G683-A2
ADR G683-A3
ADR G376-A6
ADR G376-A7
ADR Gan 1984
ADR Janpan1
ADW2

ADW4 POLAND
AYR Japan
AYW Gelibert 1979
Consensus

Section 1

Mm1 10 20 30 46
(1) MGLGYWPSPPAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFCSQPVWSETYRNRQLC
(1) MGLGYWPSPPAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFCSQPVWSETYRNRQLC
(1) MGLGYWPSPPAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFCSQPVWSETYRNRQLC
(1) MGLGYWPSPHAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFCSQPVWSKTYRNRQLC
(1) MGLGYWPSPHAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFCSQPVWSKTYRNRQLC
(1) MGLGYWPSPHAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPGSLFCSQPVWSKTYRNRQLC
(1) == e

(1) MGLGYWPSP AWNLCGSSADPYCGTP SLFCSQPVWS TYRNRQLC

ADR G683-A1
ADR G683-A2
ADR G683-A3
ADR G376-A6
ADR G376-A7
ADR Gan 1984
ADR Janpan1
ADW2

ADW4 POLAND
AYR Japan
AYW Gelibert 1979
Consensus

Section 2
(47) 47 60 _ 70 80 92
(47) CPLSQIHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGT
(47) CPLSEIHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPFGAESRGRPVSGPFGT
(47) CPLSEIHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGT
(47) CPLSEIHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRRRPVSGPFGT
(47) CPLSEIHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGT
(47) CPLSEIHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGP
() ——=====—-- MAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGP
) -——-—-—-=-=--- MAARLYCQLDPSRDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPLSGPLGT
) --—-———==-=-- MAARLYCQLDPSRDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPLSGPLGT
(1) —====————— MAARLCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGP
() -——====——- MAARLCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESCGRPFSGSLGT
(47) CPLS IHLLSMAARVCCQLDPARDVLCLRPVGAESRGRPVSGPFGT

ADR G683-A1
ADR G683-A2
ADR G683-A3
ADR G376-A6
ADR G376-A7
ADR Gan 1984
ADR Janpan1
ADW2

ADW4 POLAND
AYR Japan
AYW Gelibert 1979
Consensus

,,,,, Scuﬁul 1 3
(93) 93 100 110 120 138
(93) LPSPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(93) LPSPSSSAVPADRGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(93) LPSPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(93) LPSPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(93) LPSPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(93) LSSPSSSTVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALPFTSARRMETT
(37) LPSPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(37) LSSPSPSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARCMETT
(37) LSSPSPSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARCMATT
(37) LPSPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARSMETT
(37) LSSPSPSAVPTDHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT
(93) LESPSSSAVPADHGAHLSLRGLPVCAFSSAGPCALRFTSARRMETT

DNA SIS
ORF
ORF

Al, G683-A2. G683-A3., G376-A6
3215, 3182,

GenBank
5

HBV
:adrtt4

(NIH)
BLAST
-X

GenBank -

Vector 6.0

LA-PCR-TA

G683-
G376-A7,

AF363961, AF363962,
AF384372.
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Section 4
(139) 139 150 160 170 184
ADR G683-A1 (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEETR
ADR G683-A2 (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEETR
ADR G683-A3 (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEETR
ADR G376-A6 (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGGEIR
ADR G376-A7 (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEEIR
ADR Gan 1984 (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKSTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEEIR
ADR Janpan1 (83) VNAHQVLPKLLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEEIR
ADW2 (83) VNAHQILPKVLHKRTLGLPAMSTTDLEAYFKDCVFKDWEELGEEIR
ADW4 POLAND (83) VNAHQILPKVLHKRTLGLPAMSTTDLEAYFKDCVEFKDWEELGEEIR
AYR Japan (83) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEEIR
AYW Gelibert 1979 (83) VNAHQILPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEEIR
Consensus (139) VNAHQVLPKVLHKRTLGLSAMSTTDLEAYFKDCLFKDWEELGEEIR

Section 5
(185) 185 190 200 210 220 230
ADR G683-A1 (185) LMIFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFTSA------———-—————--—-—-—--—
ADR G683-A2 (185) LMIFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFTSA-—-----——-—-—-—-—————————
ADR G683-A3 (185) LMIFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAHATFSPLPNHLMFMSYCSSLQAVPWVAL
ADR G376-A6 (185) LKVFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFTSA-----—————-—-—-——-—-—-—-———
ADR G376-A7 (185) LKVFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFTSA-—--—-~—-——-—-—-—————————
ADR Gan 1984 (185) LKVFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFTSA----—-~-—-—-——-—=——-——-—-——
ADR Janpani (129) LKVEVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFTSA-—-——————————————————
ADW2 (129) LKVFVLGGCRHKLVCAPAPCNFFTSA---—--—-——-—-———-—-——-—-—-———
ADW4 POLAND (129) LMIFVLGGCRHKLVCAPAPCNFFTSA----——-—-—-—-——————-——-———
AYR Japan (129) LKVFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFFPSA--~--—~—-——-—=—-———————
AYW Gelibert 1979 (129) LKVFVLGGCRHKLVCAPAPCNFFTSA--—-—-———————-—-——————-—--—

Consensus (185) LKVEFVLGGCRHKLVCSPAPCNFEFTSA

Section 6
(231) 231 235
ADR G683-A1 (211) ————-
ADR G683-A2 (211) - ———-
ADR G683-A3 (231) GHGH-
ADR G376-A6 (211) ~~—-——
ADR G376-A7 (211) - ———-
ADR Gan 1984 (211) - - —--—
ADR Janpant (155) ——-———
ADW2 (155) - —-~--
ADW4 POLAND (155) ~————
AYR Japan (155) - - ———
AYW Gelibert 1979 (155) —---—
Consensus (231)
1 -X
2.2 5 : G683 aa, G683-A2 -X
3 97.5%, G376 2 : MGLGYWPSPPAWNLCGSSADPYCGTPSSLFC
96.6 %. Galibert et al ™ SQPVWSETYRNRQLCCPLSEIHLLS. G 683 3
X 5 X ORF, 4 155 aa, 10 (P), G376 2
, G329616 (H); G683 3 38
179 aa. DNA SIS 5 ORF (E), G376 2 G329616
, 5 X (K). G683-A2 -X ,
ORF, 168 bp, X . M, 6 200, 15 , 24
, GenBank , 5 (C). , 7
, GenBank : (L), 3. 14,29, 45, 49, 54,
D12980 (adr™): 3 215 bp; G329616 (adr'): 3 221 bp; X04615 55 9 (S)rel,
(ayr™¥): 3 215 bp; X02763 (adw2™): 3 221 bp; Z35717 (adw4): (NIH) , BLAST
3221bp  G329640 (ayw™): 3 182 bp. , G683-A2 -X
G329616 -X  ORF. X04615 -X , 19 (18) -X
ATG TTG, , 85-94 %.
X02763, 735717  G329640 -X
ATG CTG, -X . adr 3
D12980 ATG , 1979  Galibert et al ™ HBV
ATG , , 4 ORF, C.P.
-X . S. X . B4 1980 HBV
2.3 -X (aq) (adr)

1. ORF 168 bp, 56 GenBank , 200 HBV ,
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4 ORF -X , Gelibert et al
LA-PCR- TA - ORF . -X
HBV HBV , adr ,
, G683 3 97.5 %, G376
2 96.6 %, , HBV
, . , -X 6]
[17-25] [26-31] HBV ,
5 , X , 3,
ORF, 168 bp, 56 aa. 1990 Loncarevicetal ® HCC
G683-A2 -X , M:; 6 200, adr HBV -X
15 , 24 DNA SIS -X ; Takahashi etal ™ 1995
-X X -X HCC .1998
, =X X Takahashietal ® HCC 40 HBV
-X 5 C, , 38 adr , 18 -X
) , , -X HCC
, XX X ,
X -X 24 .
) ) , HCC . 24 -X
. 5 etal ™ adr , -X
-X , G683 3 HBV [35-27] , X
P, G376 2 G329616 [s81,
G683 3 38 E, G376 ,
K. (32331 HBV R4 Takahashi et al ¥
. , HCC , X
2 -X X ,
GenBank HBV -X ,
, DNA SIS ORF, S, )
etal (1984 ) HBV
-X  ORF. -X , 4 ORF 4
ATG , , S I. HSP 1 SP 1), X
TTG (X04615), CTG(  X02763. Z35717 (XP) C (CP*l - _x XP
(G329640). adr D12980 .
ATG, 6.47) , et al
, -X -X CP ,
-X (XP 1?7 ),
NIH BLAST , -X HBV el
, , HBV
GenBank , 19 ORF, -X -X
, HBV . X . HBV
2 , 2
17 g (HCC) X [50) ,
HBV X
18 , 85-94 %.
adr ; HCC
1 Galibert F, Mandart E, Fitoussi F, Tiollais P, Charnay P. Nucle-
2 ’ otide sequence of the hepatitis B virus genome (subtype ayw)
-X cloned in E. coli. Nature 1979;281:646-650
2 Charnay P, Mandart E, Hampe A, Fitoussi F, Tiollais P, Galibert
-X F. Localization on the viral genome and nucleotide sequence
, of the gene coding for the two major polypeptides of the
hepatitis B surface antigen (HBsAg). Nucleic Acids Res 1979;
, . Zuckrman et al 7:335-346
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. B 1983;2:162-167
, , , , . adr
(pPADR-1) . B 1986;5:55-65
, .1 :

, 1997:179-182

Loncarevic IF, Zentgraf H, Schroder CH. Sequence of a repli-
cation competent hepatitis B virus genome with a preX open
reading frame. Nucleic Acids Res 1990;18:4940
Takahashi K, Kishimoto S, Ohori K, Yoshizawa H, Akahane
Y, Okamoto H, Mishiro S. A unique set of mutations in the
“preX” region of hepatitis B virus DNA frequently found in
patients but not in asymptomatic carriers: implication for a
novel variant. Int Hepatol Commun 1995;3:131-138
Takahashi K, Akahane Y, Hino K, Ohta Y, Mishiro S. Hepati-
tis B virus genomic sequence in the circulation of hepatocellu-
lar carcinoma patients: comparative analysis of 40 full-length
isolates. Arch Virol 1998;143:2313-2326

2002;
27:116-118

2002;10:209-211

. 2001;19:56-62
Gunther S, Li BC, Miska S, Kruger DH, Meisel H, Will H. A
novel method for efficient amplification of whole hepatitis B
virus genomes permits rapid functional analysis and reveals
deletion mutants in immunosuppressed patients. J Virol 1995;
69:5437-5444
Preikschat P, Meisel H, Will H, Gunther S. Hepatitis B virus
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