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Abstract

AIM: To determine the sonographic features of xantho-
granulomatous cholecystitis (XGC), which could improve
imaging diagnosis.

METHODS: The sonographic features of 32 patients with
surgically resected XGC were retrospectively evaluated on
the basis of the surgical and pathological findings. The
patients were 15 women and 17 men, aged from 21 to 88
(mean 55.3) years.

RESULTS: The gallbladder wall was thickened in all patients.
Among the 32 cases, 15 (46.9%) were between 4 mm to
6 mm; 14(43.8%) were between 7 mm to 10 mm; 3(9.3%)
were between 11 mm to 22 mm. On the membranous
surface of the gallbladder wall, 20 (62.5%) were smooth,
while 12 (37.5%) were uneven. Other manifestations
included intramural hypoechoic nodule in 5 (15.6%),
intramural cholelithiasis in 1 (3.1%), and cholelithiasis 30
(93.8%), respectively. Two patients (6.3%) had liver
hypoechoic or iso-echoic mass resulted from the infiltration
of XGC.

CONCLUSION: Sonographic manifestations present thick-
ened gallbladder wall, with intramural hypoechoic nodules
and/or cholelithiasis. Sonographic examination can reveal
the surgical and pathological findings of the XGC.
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