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Abstract
AIM: To study the significance of human telomerase re-
verse transcriptase (hTERT), E-Cadberin (E-cad) and
Catenin-β (β-cat) expression in the tissues of stomach
mucinous adenocarcinoma.

METHODS: The expression of hTERT, E-cad and β-cat
were detected by immunohistochemical staining and in
situ hybridization in 92 cases of stomach mucinous
adenocarcinomas.

RESULTS: The expression of hTERT is negative outside and
positive inside of mucinous adenocarcinoma cells, and its
expression in pure mucinous adenocarcinoma, papillary
mucinous adenocarcinoma, signet-ring cell mucinous ad-
enocarcinoma and mixed cell mucinous adenocarcinoma
is 88.9%, 85.4%, 100.0% and 95.8% respectively. The ex-
pression ratio become higher with the malignant degree, but
no significant difference was found (P>0.05). The expression
of E-cad is 100.0% in both pure and papillary mucinous
adenocarcinoma, but is 38.9% and 62.5% in signet-ring
cell and mixed cell mucinous adenocarcinoma
respectively, which showed that E-cad expression was

decreased with malignant degree (P<0.01).The expres-
sion of β-cat was also decreased with malignant degree.

CONCLUSION: The positive level of hTERT, E-cad and
β-cat is related to the histopathological types of stomach
mucinous adenocarcinoma, and they are important in the
judgement of prognosis.
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