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Abstract

AIM: To evaluate the efficacy and safety of Oxymatrine in
the treatment of chronic hepatitis B.

METHODS: Patients treated with Oxymatrine (n = 203) or
with the combination of Oxymatrine and Lamivudine (n = 109)
were retrospectively studied. The therapeutic response and
the affecting factors were analyzed.

RESULTS: Of the 312 patients, complete response (CR)
rate, sustained response (SR) rate and exacerbation (EB)
rate were 36.5%, 32.4% and 8.0%, respectively. The  CR
and SR rates of the patients with baseline ALT<1 334 nkat/L
(upper normal limit), 1 334 nkat/L ALT<3 335 nkat/L,
3 335 nkat/L ALT<6 670 nkat/L and ALT 6670 nkat/L
were 21.4%, 33.8%, 39.7% and 59.5%, 14.3%, 31.6%,
38.5% and 47.6%, respectively (P = 0.0 012 and 0.0 027
for CR and SR, respectively); The CR and SR rates of the
patients with HBV DNA<108copies/L, 108 copies/L HBV
DNA 1011 copies /L, and HBV DNA >1011 copies /L were
57.9%, 37.4% and 26.5%, 50.0%, 28.9% and 8.2%, re-
spectively (P = 0.0262 and 0.0070 for CR and SR,
respectively). The highest response occurred 6 months
after treated with Oxymatrine, and further treatment did
not yield higher response rate. The treatment with the

combination of Oxymatrine and lamivudine led to higher
CR, SR rates and lower EB rate than with Oxymatrine
alone (46.8%, 41.3%, 1.8% vs 31. 0%, 27.6%, 11.3%,
P = 0.0 048, 0.0 020, 0.0 009, respectively).

CONCLUSION: Oxymatrine is safe and effective in the
treatment of chronic hepatitis B. The response rates are
positively correlated with base-line ALT level, but nega-
tively correlated with HBV DNA level before treatment.
Combination with lamivudine can increase the response
rate and reduce the exacerbation rate.
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