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Abstract

AIM: To explore the expression of TNF-related
apoptosis-inducing ligand (TRAIL) receptor DR4
in large intestinal carcinoma and its correlation
with clinical pathological characteristics.

METHODS: SP immunohistochemical technique
and flow cytometry were used to detect the ex-
pression of DR4 in 41 cases of large intestinal
carcinoma and 9 cases of normal tissues.

RESULTS: The positive cell membrane and
cytoplasmic expression were observed in large
intestinal carcinoma and normal large intestine
mucosal tissues. Of large intestinal carcinoma,
DR4 was positively expressed in 65.85%. How-
ever, the positive rate of DR4 in the normal tis-
sues was 22.20%, which was significant lower
than that in the cancer tissues (” <0.05). The
fluorescence index (FI) of DR4 protein in the

normal mucosal tissues was 1.00+0.13, while that
in the cancer tissues was 1.17+0.13. There was
significant difference between them (7 <0.05).
DR4 expression in the cancer tissues was not
correlated with the degree of differentiation and
lymph node metastasis.

CONCLUSION: The expression of DR4 increases
in large intestinal cancer tissue, but it is not cor-
related with differentiation.
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