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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the role of human telo-
merase reverse transcriptase (hTERT) in the
multistep colorectal carcinogenesis and assess its
relationship with clinicopathologic types, lymph
node metastasis and relapse of tumors.

METHODS: The levels of hTERT expression
were detected by immunohistochemistry in
colorectal cancers (n = 45), colorectal adenomas (n
= 16) and normal tissues (n = 10). The relation-
ship between the expression of hTERT and its
clinicopathologic type, lymph node metastasis
and relapse of tumors were analyzed.

RESULTS: The levels of hTERT expression in
colorectal carcinomas were significantly higher
than those in the adenomas and normal tissues
(77.8% vs 12.5%, 0, both P < 0.05). The expression
of hTERT was correlated with lymph node me-
tastasis (r = 5.2, P < 0.05). The time to relapse in
patients with metastasis was notably increased
as compared with that in ones without metasta-
sis (34 £ 5 vs 20 £ 6 mo, P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: hTERT is highly expressed in
colorectal cancer, and immunohistochemical
determination is effective in the dianosis and
metastasis prediction of colorectal cancer.
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