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Abstract

Large discrepancies exist between Eastern and
Western countries in the diagnostic criteria for
gastric epithelial dysplasia. With the purpose
of a worldwide-accepted terminology and clas-
sification of precancerous lesions, Padova and
Vienna classifications are established and reach
a consensus that epithelial dysplasia is the earli-
est visible manifestation of neoplasia and the
stage at which invasion has not yet occurred. So
the primary term ‘dysplasia’ is confusing and
misleading as gastric precancerous lesion. With
more insight into dysplasia, new directions will
be found to explore the pathogenesis, reversibil-
ity and therapy of dysplasia.
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