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Abstract

Inflammatory myofibroblastic tumor (IMT) is
a mesenchymal neoplasm composed of trans-
formed myofibroblastic spindle cells with infil-
tration of a large number of inflammatory cells
and/or lymphocytes. The etiology of IMT re-
mains unknown. IMT occurs at various sites and
often affects young adults and children. IMT of
the liver mostly arises in the right lobe of liver.
Biopsy, computed tomography (CT) and mag-
netic resonance imaging (MRI) are beneficial to
diagnosis and differential diagnosis. Vimentin,
smooth muscle actin (SMA), muscle-specific
actin (MSA) are often positive by immunohis-
tochemistry. The prognosis of most patients is
favorable after surgery. In this article, we re-
viewed the overseas and domestic literatures
and summarized the advancement of research
on the IMT of the liver about etiology, patho-
genesis, clinical presentations, imaging feature,
histological appearance, immunohistochemical
and electron microscopic feature, diagnosis, dif-
ferential diagnosis and therapy.
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