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Abstract

AIM: To ingestigate the expression of f;-
integrin in human esophageal carcinoma and its
correlation with clinical pathology.

METHODS: The expression of B;-integrin
mRNA was detected in 30 cases of esophageal
carcinoma and cancer-adjacent tissues by re-
verse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction

(RT-PCR).

RESULTS: The expression of p,-integrin mRNA
in esophageal carcinoma tissues was signifi-
cantly higher than that in the normal esophageal
tissues (1.205 * 0.379 vs 0.470 £ 0.166, P = 0.003),
and it was also markedly higher in the cases
with metastasis than that in the ones without
metastasis (1.534 £ 0.229 vs 0.998 £ 0.160, P =
0.023). With the elevation of histological grad-
ing, the expression of B;-integrin mRNA was
also increased.

CONCLUSION: B;-integrin may play an impor-
tant role in the malignant biological behavior of
esophageal carcinoma.
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