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Abstract

AIM: To probe into the possible mechanism of
gastrointestinal hemorrhage induced by the
third generation of cephalosporins.

METHODS: The related literatures in the past 30
years were collected and retrospective analyzed.

RESULTS: The third generation of cephalospo-
rins caused mucosal injury of various organs,
such as gastrointestinal tract, respiratory tract
or urinary tract, complicated with hemorrhage.
Besides, the injuries also occurred in heart, lung,
and nerve. Adverse reactions were found in 73
cases, of which 6 were confirmed with gastroin-
testinal mucosal injury, 2 with urinary mucosal
injury, and 1 with respiratory mucosal injury,
and the 9 cases were all complicated with hem-
orrhage. The mortality rate associated with hem-
orrhage was 50%.

CONCLUSION: Multi-organ dysfunction can be
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caused by the third-generation cephalosporins.
Gastrointestinal hemorrhage occurs less fre-
quently that other adverse reactions, but it can
lead to a higher mortality rate.
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