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Abstract

AIM: To estimate the value of event related
potential (ERP) P,y and mini-mental state
examination (MMSE) in the detection of minimal
hepatic encephalopathy (MHE).

METHODS: ERP P,y and somatosensory evoked
potential (SEP) were examined, and MMSE were
performed in 30 posthepatitic cirrhosis patients,
and the occurrence of hepatic encephalopathy
(HE) was observed 1 year after examination.

RESULTS: Abnormal ERP P,y occurred in 21
patients (70.0%), while abnormal SEP occurred
in 11 (36.7%). MMSE scores less than 27 were
found in 13 (43.3%) cases, and both or either ab-
normity of ERP Psy, and MMSE were observed
in 22 (73.3%). Ten cases (33.3%) were found with
abnormity of both ERP P,y and MMSE. After 1
year, of the 17 patients with abnormity of ERP
P;yp and/or MMSE, 12 cases developed clinical
hepatic encephalopathy, while of the 6 patients

without abnormal ERP P,y and MMSE, only 1
case developed clinical hepatic encephalopathy.
There was significant difference between them
(70.6% vs 16.7%, P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: ERP P,y and MMSE were sensi-
tive and reliable to evaluate the occurrence of
MHE in liver cirrhosis.
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