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Abstract

The immune system functions to control and
clear virus infections. Viral persistence has been
closely associated with dysfunctional specific
immunity, especially cellular immunity. Current
antiviral therapies have been disappointing.
Immunotherapies with strategies to boost or
restore the virus-specific immune response of
patients with chronic hepatitis B virus infection
have been proposed for curing persistent
infections, and are attracting increasing
attention. This review summarizes recent
advances in the field of immunology and the
immunotherapy of chronic HBV infections,
including dendritic, regulatory T and CD8" T
cells, and discusses therapeutic vaccines.
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