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Abstract

Gastric carcinoma can be divided into two types
by the Lauren classification: intestinal and dif-
fuse-type carcinoma. Intestinal-type carcinoma
is thought to develop from normal mucosa,
intestinal metasplasia and dysplasia, ultimately
leading to gastric cancer. Caudal-related homeo-
box transcription factor 2 (CDX2), an intestinal-
specific transcription factor, is a member of the
caudal- related homeobox gene family and plays
an important role in the development and dif-
ferentiation of intestinal epithelium, and in the
maintenance of intestinal phenotype. In normal
adults, CDX2 is expressed in mucosa from the
duodenum to the distal colon. Recent studies
have found that aberrant expression of CDX2
plays a crucial role in intestinal metaplasia for-
mation and intestinal carcinoma.
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