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Abstract

AIM: To explore an effective method for
decreasing intra-abdominal pressure after
orthotopic liver transplantation with abdominal
distension.

METHODS: Twenty patients with abdominal
distension after orthotopic liver transplantation
were injected with neostigmine at the Zusanli
acupuncture point. The time of defecation or
aerofluxus was recorded after injection. Intra-
abdominal pressure and bowel tones were
measured 5 minutes before and 60 minutes after
injecting neostigmine.

RESULTS: The time of defecation or aerofluxus
was 43 £ 7.21 min after injection. Intra-abdomi-
nal pressure decreased from 19.62 + 5.31 to 15.27
+ 4.61 cmH,O, and bowel tones were increased
from 0.85 £ 0.08 to 6.12 + 2.08 times/min after
injecting neostigmine at the Zusanli acupuncture

point (P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: Injecting neostigmine at the Zu-
sanli acupuncture point is an effective method
for improving enterokinesia and decreasing
intra-abdominal pressure.
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