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Abstract

AIM: To explore the relationship between
preoperative radiotherapy in rectal carcinoma
and postoperative local recurrence.

METHODS: Patients with rectal carcinoma (n =
762) treated with surgery, with or without pre-
operative radiotherapy, were followed-up and
analyzed retrospectively for postoperative local
recurrence and survival rate.

RESULTS: There were 142 (18.6%) patients with
postoperative local recurrence. Among these,

123 (20.9%) were not treated with preoperative
radiotherapy and 19 (11.0%) were treated. There
was a significantly larger difference between
them (P < 0.05). The 5 years survival rate was
48.1% in patients not treated with preopera-
tive radiotherapy and 58.4% in those who were
treated. Further, there was a significantly larger
difference between them (P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: Preoperative radiotherapy in
rectal carcinoma can reduce local recurrence,
and increase 5 year survival rate.
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