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Abstract

Liver fibrosis represents wound-healing re-
sponses from liver tissue injury. Multiple mech-
anisms underlying liver fibrogenesis have been
explored. Inflammatory cytokines stimulate
fibrogenetic cell proliferation and activation, the
production of extracellular matrix (ECM), and
the secretion of various cytokines and enzymes.
All such alterations lead to a relative increase in
the deposition of ECM components. Decreased
degradation occurs with resulting excessive
ECM accumulation in the liver. It has recently
been suggested that, besides hepatic stellate
cells, myofibroblasts may also constitute an im-
portant population of matrix-producing cells
in liver fibrosis, and especially in cholestatic
fibrosis. Confirmation of such observations will
be required for the development of antifibrotic
strategies that specifically and efficiently target
cells responsible for the different types of liver
fibrosis.
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