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Abstract

The etiology of intestinal bleeding is complicated
and its diagnosis is relatively difficult because
clinical symptoms and signs commonly obscure
alimentary tract bleeding. Present diagnostic
methods include enteroscopy, barium and air
double contrast X-ray examination, selective
angiography, nuclear scintigraphy, and helical
computed tomography. Application of double-
balloon enteroscopy and wireless capsule
endoscopy offers new methods for the diagnosis
of small intestinal bleeding. Such patients
sometimes still need to undergo laparoscopy or
exploration laparotomy even when advanced
investigation methods are used. This paper
reviews the etiology of small intestinal bleeding
and evaluates the advantages and disadvantages
of different diagnostic methods to provide
clinicians with a reference for etiological analysis
and clinical determination of small intestinal
bleeding.
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