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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the relationship between the
levels of transforming growth factor (TGF) p1
in serum and inflammation, as well as fibrous
degeneration of the liver, and the difference in the
levels of TGFB1 in patients between with chronic
hepatitis B and HBV-induced hepatic cirrhosis.

METHODS: Four markers of hepatic fibrosis
(HA, LN, CIV, PCII) were measured by radioim-
munoassay and the serum levels of TGFf1 were

measured by enzyme linked immunosorbent
assay (ELISA) in 65 patients with chronic hepa-
titis B (chronic hepatitis group), 56 patients with
HBV-induced hepatic cirrhosis (hepatic cirrhosis
group) and 50 health personnel who were nega-
tive for HBV markers (control group).

RESULTS: The serum level of TGFB1 in the
chronic hepatitis group was significantly higher
than that in the hepatic cirrhosis and control
groups (22 +13 ng/Lovs10+9 pug/L, 11£9 pg/L,
P < 0.01). The level of TGFB1 in the hepatic cir-
rhosis group was similar to that in the control
group. There was no correlation between the se-
rum level of TGFB1 and hepatic function, as well
as markers of hepatic fibrosis. However, PCII
was excluded, and the coefficient of correlation
between PCIIl and serum level of TGFf1 in the
hepatic cirrhosis group (r = 0.269, P = 0.045).

CONCLUSION: TGFp1 may play an important
role in the onset of hepatic cirrhosis, and it may
aid diagnosis of hepatic cirrhosis. However, there
is no evidence to show that it can help establish
the degree of inflammation and fibrous degenera-
tion in the liver.
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