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Abstract

AIM: To study the effect of transcatheter arterial
chemoembolization (TACE) combined with
three-dimensional conformal radiotherapy
(3DCRT) on inoperable primary liver cancer.

METHODS: Patients were prospectively ran-
domized into a TACE + 3DCRT group (combined
group, 40 patients) and a TACE therapy alone
group (TACE group, 36 patients).

RESULTS: The overall 1-, 2-and 3-year survival
rate was 78%, 60% and 34% in the combined
group, and 50%, 32% and 18% in the TACE
group. The difference between the two groups
was significant (P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: TACE + 3DCR is more effective
than TACE therapy alone on inoperable primary
liver cancer, without inflicting more treatment-
related toxicity.

Key Words: Primary liver cancer; Transcatheter ar-
terial chemoembolization; Three-dimensional con-
formal radiotherapy
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