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Abstract

AIM: To construct a gene-modified hepatocellular
carcinoma (HCC)-specific luciferase expression
vector regulated by alpha fetoprotein (AFP)
promoter and enhancer, and to evaluate the
effects.

METHODS: The minimal essential DNA frag-
ment of the AFP gene promoter and enhancer
was amplified through PCR from the genome of
HepG2 cells. It was then cloned into the plasmid
pGL-3 after the AFP promoter was combined
with a 0.4- or 1.0-kb enhancer region, to con-
struct the recombinant plasmids APSE-Luc and
APLE-Luc. These two plasmids were transfected
into HepG2, SMM(C7721 and Hela cells. Fluores-
cence was detected in order to evaluate the lucif-
erase expression and specificity.

RESULTS: By restriction digestion and sequence
analysis, we confirmed that the length, position,
and orientation of inserted genes of the AFP
promoter and enhancer were all correct. The
recombinant vector APSE-Luc/APLE-Luc was
successfully constructed. The expression of lucif-
erase in HepG2 cells transfected with APLE-Luc
was significantly higher than that in SMMC7721
and Hela cells, and also higher than that in cells
transfected with the APSE-Luc plasmid.

CONCLUSION: AFP enhancer, especially the
1.0-kb enhancer, can specifically accelerate the
expression of target genes within cells that are
positive for AFP.
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JHF41 g5 (hepatocellular carcinoma, HCC)/2 4Bk
S5 L PRD SR R 2 —, R A R I R I R
TR R 2 —M, AR AT R N2
R IT I A A B, AN B MR A b et i
FTUER. R LR TR T B, SRR AT
SRR, AR YT AL BRI FHAFP
SR P A WK S H )5S R 2 0A 2 R R 1] v
J7 )R BB O SClRIRE, N G AR
B DR s M XA FH A R 2 o i Rg KR DM, e
S A R A et FRATT e B T 46 I AFP
SEDR A B A i, R IR A RO ER
F(Luciferase)fit &5 3E R E AR (pGL-3), T
2 FLA% K153 A& APSE-Luc L APLE-Luc, J5%¢
SLVE M SRR e AT TR,

1 #RIR75A

1.1 WYIEBe/ 1l « Kpn 1« Hindll1H A
TaKaRa/A 7], 1640, TRIzol)¥ HInvitrogenA &),
AN E I A BN DY 55 A\, T4ERR . 5
FHRBGA T EPlasmid mini kit B PMGAT &
Gel Extraction Kit. PCRi&F & HPromega/t
A, Triss BENEWE. JEEREIR. BERHEE. ¥
e ANERCSE 32 S/ M /N ) g SN o/
AR T ANISEERH f YK 2= B Bk e 2
FHEZER LA i, KT BEIM109. A JF 4
Jil ZHepG2. SMMC2772140 1. A & 55 4i
ZxHelafl it DU ) 11K 27 A6 08 P2 e AL e Rt 2.
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1.2
1.2.1 C FERFSE P 43 S 20 (AF PRH A AT
P 20 L R Hep G2) B 5 I (A F PR 4 JFF 44 i
ZASMMC27721). 3k N B 20 40 Ml (Hela) 75 5%
100 mL/L NI 164055 753 b, F37°C, 50
mL/L CO,, ANEE F 1 7.

1.2.2 AFP . :
HHE NAFPEER 3 vt 5 14, fa 31 1E 105149
5-GAAGATCTTCTGAGGAGAATATTTGTTA-
3", [ a5 45'-CCAAGCTTGGTGTTATTGGCA
GTGGTGG-3"; 51K BUE W 5 [4#)5'-GGTA
CCCTGTCTGCAAGCTTATGATTCCC-3', %}
BLE 17 514)5-GGTACCCCCACACGTATAGCT
CAACTGC-3', . Hi Bt H & 514)5'-AGA
TCTTGGCCTGGATAAAGCTGAGTGG-3', J7F
b RS 15 G A3 NN BRI A DT Bg 7 TT

I Omega’A m] Tissue DNA Kitsid#ll & /E it
W2 Hep G241 U JE R 4IDN A, LLUE Ay A i3k
ATPCR 438, JFR =Wyl jm e AT .
1.2.3 APSE-Luc  APLE-Luc : AT H
Gel Extraction Kit/5E /5 [0 A7 & M PCR =4
AFPJAF) 1. G5m-F A5 BteDNA, 1% H )5 3)
- MR (KR I ¥ 5, AR TAE RN A
N MERE R pGL-38UA |, 16°CIE K. iEH ™
WAl 32 25 K FFREIM109, PRECC R, LL18O
r/min. 37 CHEFEIL, Plasmid kit)FOR HE R
EARIUTURL, 7 A FE A SR R IA B APSE-
Luci & APLE-Luci, JEATEFV). FIKINE.
1.2.4 D LRI d, FE6FLESFEIR Y LA
2X 10°BFh 4 e, FEFhan A3 AN R AL, 2E364L
REIEMR. A5 40 I A K 31 70%-80% 25 FE I, LLFr3-4
g APSE-Luc/APLE-Luc. 1 pL LP2000F1500 pL
TCIMH 1K 164055 77 BB TR A 7 4%, 3-6 hJii Hl1
mL 75100 mL/L/N - 175 164015 72 3L HUAR.
12.5 (

): FE 448 hG 1 X PBSTH UL 7741
Jit, INNIE &1 X lysis buffer, 3 41 % A\ ke 250
UK b, B0 R A M R TSI
BN WA I e s, T PR A
JURE APSE-Luc/APLE-LuctE [ieg 40 g v i e ik

2 #R

2.1 PCR PCR% P [JAFPJ3 3)) F-cDNA$L268
bp, 358K 7 BtcDNA 77986 bp, % J1 F420 bp.
PCR“HJHEAT20 g/ LEEARBHE B I H vk 3 3l mT L

(HCC)

AFP

AFP
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50
kb), DNA

(
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" A 1 2 3 4 5B 1 3 C 1 4 5 6
300 bp AFP 2000 bp
fggg Eg 2000 bp 1000 bp
750 b 1900 bp >0 bp
500 bp 500 bp 500 bp
250 bp 250 bp 250 bp
100 bp 100 bp
100 bp
AFP
1 PCRIIBAFPBEIFAIZRFER. A: ;B Lenh; C: Senh; 1: Marker2000; A2-5: AFP
. Cao (268 bp); B2-3: AFP Lenh(1000 bp); C4-6: AFP Senh(420 bp).
et al
AFP 45 ¢ Luciferase
HCC AFP 40 | W HepG2
3.5 | @ sMMc27721
2000 bp 3.0 | UHela
1000 bp L
4-8 2.5
750 bp % 20 -
HCC 500 bp g 15+
. AFP S0/
250 bp 0.5
0.0 AP-L Art | ‘APSE Li | APLE-L | GL3-P |
N -LucC -CONCrol -Luc -Luc p -Pro
HCC 100 bp
HCC
32-152 .

2 pAPSE-LUcFIpAPLE-LUCXBEBLDIE. 1: Maker2000; 2:

Kpn Byl APSE-Luc ; 3: Byl Hind
APSE-Luc 4L Kpn Byl APLE-Luc
5:Bg/  Hind APSE-Luc

F|— 435 MT 9300 bp. 400 bp 21000 bp e 5
o7, FFA U A BB,
22 APSE-Luc APLE-Luc

ERE P A RZ S KA B IM109, 85
FEPRBUE e, $EEUIRIAPSE-LucHTAPLE-Luc,
it TBgl I+Kpn 1 (A1 F) Bglll+Hind
TG 55 1) XU, 20 /LI AR BBE e i vk 46
] JL#]0.3 kb(Promoter). 420 bp(Senh) 1.0 kb
(Lenh) ;v Bt (#12).
2.3 AFP g3 R
APSE-LucfAPLE-Luc/liki %k YeHep G241 i .
SMMC27721 FHelad i, i 4H Jitd 5¢ 5t 4 5 5 gk
AT HUP G FR M S B G ZR MG MR A a5 R
(KI3) 7R, # Y APLE-Luciubi T Hep G241 il
PR S ' i BE I Y v T Y AP SE-Luc iUk (1)
HepG2. SMMC27721 FHela4i /iy, RWIAFP)3
)15 GRS R, AT R v R B O
S HL TR U7 (0 Luc i PR 7 AFPRHE (1 B Jes 40 i b v
gk, K Beit i i 4R FH O B3

311
H A3 DR 1) 3 [ 1 3 08 ) T 988 R A 97 A 28 22
FERIA YT b ) 40 o 58 20 208 Sk B TRt

3 AFPBEIF. IR FINRERINLESR. AP-Luc: AFP

pGL-3 basic ; AP—Control:
AFP pGL3-Enhancer ;
APSE-Luc APLE-Luc APSE-Luc

APLE-Luc ; pGL3-Pro: pGL3-Promoter

i H 1 DR AR 5 (A Al e rp IR, B KRR
JEE M0 TE LA FEEIE . AFPAE AR
PRI bR 25, HH 31 RE 68 1k Ik K 5l i
7 LR R IECOY, R F AF PAERTHE L 4y
PERFRIA IR, AR H SRS T AFPEER
FEFRH R J7, A8 H R DR T s 4 i R 08, 2
T L RIA T R S AN 1) 2. Kunitomi ef a/™
IR EE 3 v BEAR R (D TA)E#AEAFP )
BT R, ARG HEE A BRI, g5 R
e R D TARE R SR RIA, R 4t fuseT, 1M
AFP Y55 40 R 1 5 T FIE 40 AN 52 5% .
XFAFPINVF 2 ¥ o AR Z T, 1X488
WA, B8 T LA IR s AR
HIGPE, B IR R e K e s a shid a2, K
ZHIERR YT BRI, JCIE A9 AFPAE A
S ER5-3 T H1(217.6 kb), DNAF BEKKANY)
FRAE. AN, R H AFPIE R 4353k e 41/ K
WEFH, BREs FANER V2 IE. SO0
P, G—PEAGE, FSLR PR S e e 7
A g A AR I B A T RE R T4l
Ja, DX K Je 2 = 26 AF P, AT 5% i U 1) P2
Iiifig. 1do et a/™MIESE, 300 bplfI NAFPE) 17
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FICR BITE N K41 b E 30 H 2R R ) R
ik, R X0 8 37 130 i S i B A TEAFP
FAE (1 i 4 Bk b A T R S R IA A ORI
(2R, R 2L 2R S P B 1 1R vl i o
BUE, AAOCRH0.3 KbIKJE 301 8 33l PR AR
IEANBIFE AR TT BIEESR. A T i PiX—n) #, 1do
et al® ¥ NFEVEGFIL A S'-uity FLAT 19 9 775 1t
B4 S W 1P e (hy poxia-responsive element,
HRE) % b BIAFPJ3 21 bie, WG R4E H R
FER(HS V-tk) R IE, 7B B34 5RAFP)E 311
TEE, TR RSN S T R A AFPAR L IR T
i

BT AF PR R AR R B O T 1 5t
(03 Y, — U RE 5 3 0k 1 R 18 50 7 1) T
SR i YL I IR () 223K 0%, Kanai et al'™™ 4 AFP
FE IR 3 81 R 5 A I 5 1 R SR R e g
it 22 B (CD)HE PR Rl &, % 4 JHHm 40 e, {ECD LA
FEIHE AU vk Rk, K 0B 5- S I e
WE(5-FO)AR 0y 5- sl liRmsne, A4 4 il Cao
et al® N RIITUEE B BoR, (ERIBRAEKIE
AFPIHCCHI A AFPIY 5140 o] W 2 42
BT, AT YL DR (1 ik 1 iR a-8 4%, [R]
B S A G SE DR AE EHCC AN M [ 5. AFPHY
S (1) 3G SR A S A0 AR S, Al Yk
RI{EHCCAH i 1) 455 2 AEHCC A i i) 32- 1521

AFPIEREMIE 38 7 )7 5% 2.0 kbl
(-5.1/-3.1), &HMWANLEX: 0.3 kb5 1
A(-4.0/-3.7)%10.4 kb5 1 B(-3.7/-3.3). %
T Akio et al™'[WHF 708 #s, FA1TCRE T /M1
AFPJH )T (0.3 kb)FIAS ] J& Y 48 5% 1 (0.4
kb/1.0 kb) 751, FE43 APRE 386 08 1 5 )8 3l 14z,
A S I g e e M = 45 e A, I -4k R 8
PRFFIEH ISR AT 0 7 oe AR 1) /D i B
gt 5 . S UE B, EE A B S IR
J7RINEAE, BRERT Sk 1 AE AF P RH T 41
MiHep G2H R $E# 55 1, W H R 1R
ik, fEMKEILAFPHISMMC-772 1 4 g FIAR 6 i4
AFPfIHeLaZi fd b U3 i VEAR A, (7] I I 1iF
52, 1.0 kb3 51 I 4255 P 20 6 5 7704 kb
Wom 1, SR YE. R R EAR L RS T
K, 7RI e BE SN AL A, n] 6 AFPRH P
S AT EE VR T

B2, AR EE Ih AF PR 53 1 1 7 (1) T
iR S MEFE RVR 97 AR APSE-LucfIAPLE-Luc,
Sy JEF i R DRI 1) v 7 S 4 7 1) JEL R R
TR, BN T S PR ) v T I N TG
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