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Abstract

Portal hypertension (PHT) is a common clinical
syndrome which leads to various severe, even
lethal complications. The concentration of
endothelin-1 (ET-1) in plasma is increased both
in human body and PHT animal model. The
effect of ET-1 depends on the kind of tissue and
the expression of ET-1 receptor in this tissue.
However, the expression of ET-1 receptor is not
identical even in the same tissue at different
PHT phases. This review aims to give an update
on the endothelin syetem in PHT and elucidate a
potential novel strategy.
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