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Abstract

AIM: To observe the pathological changes
of colonic mucosal end-artery in human
immunodeficiency virus-positive [HIV(+)] patients
with nonspecific colitis-caused chronic diarrhea.

METHODS: Colonoscopic pictures from 300
HIV-negative patients (3000 pictures in total)

and 32 HIV(+) patients (600 pictures in total)
with chronic diarrhea due to nonspecific colitis
were comparatively analyzed. The pathological
sections from the 32 HIV(+) patients were ob-
served for analyses of capillary vessel distribu-
tions and mucosal bleedings in lamina propria.

RESULTS: The pictures from 9 HIV(+) patients
with nonspecific colitis-caused chronic diarrhea
showed ring-like changes of colonic mucosal
end-artery with diameters of 1 to 2 mm, which
became larger after bleeding. The same changes
were not found in the 3000 pictures from the
HIV-negative patients. In addition to chronic
non-specific inflammation, mucosal bleeding
and conglomeration of red blood cells in lamina
propria were observed in the pathological sec-
tions of mucosal tissue from 13 HIV(+) patients,
and mucosal vascular proliferation in lamina
propria was found in 27 HIV(+) patients.

CONCLUSION: The ring-like change of colonic
mucosal end-artery may be a special sign in
HIV(+) patients with chronic diarrhea due to
nonspecific colitis.
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