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Abstract

Activins, which consist of two disulfide-linked
B subunits, are members of the transforming
growth factor B (TGF-B) superfamily of growth
factors. Four mammalian activin  subunits,
termed as BA, BB, BC, and BE respectively, have
been identified. Activin A, the homodimer of
two BA subunits, is a pleiotropic cytokine and
is expressed in many tissues and cells. There
has been compelling evidence that activin A
is involved in the regulation of reproductive
biology, embryonic development, erythroid
differentiation, systemic inflammation, induced
apoptosis, tissue repair, fibrogenesis and so on,
through classic activin signaling pathway. BC
and BE subunits, which are almost exclusively
expressed in the liver, are still quite incompletely
understood. In this review, we summarize and
discuss the function of BC and BE subunits
in liver. Further research should be made to
understand the biological role of the fC and BE
subunits.
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FMFE (Activins) 2 & KL HE FB(trans-
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%, W FBCHBE
T KRR W,
. 4# Activin CHw
Activin EA 4%
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EIR/ TE | B Il &Y 52
IR AR BZE SR 3Rk
Activin A BA-BA  ALK4  ACVRII, (5]
ACVRIIB
Activin B BB-pB  ALK7,  ACVRII, 6]
ALK4  ACVRIIB
ActivinC  BC-BC KWE KT [7-18]
Activin E  BE-BE KIfAE KIAE [7,9,15-17]
Activin AB BA-BB  ALK7,  ACVRII, (]
ALK4  ACVRIIB
Activin AC  BA-BC  RIfBRE RABRE [7,18]
Activin AE  BA-BE  KAE RIFAE (7]
Activin BC  BB-BC KT FKAETE (18l
Activin BE BB-BE  KIfIRE KHERE 7C
Activin CE  BC-BE  KIBE KT [7,9]
HEZEA  a-pA KRIBE  ACVRI,  [18-19]
ACVRIIB
HHIZEB a—pB RIBE  ACVRI,  [18-19]
ACVRIIB
HIFEC  a-pC KAEE KIAE [14]
HIHIEE  a—BE RAE  KIAE Vi

Ferb BB R D R B C A B S K
BA. BB. BC. BEMIBDW I, FRBDELEIYT
fSs 240 P S R R A AN, LAt AN O BE IS R I
FLahan i £ IAY, Mol It SR I
FELA B I8 R AR Y BT A 2R,
FAR A oW IERIB AN FEA B, B FE T
PRAN S0 e B ik T TR AE 3R, Activin
AHPANBATFEA B, Activin ABHBA Y FEAN
BBV A B 1. o7 AN B FE () 3 K/ NS HE
350-426 S FE R 2 IH], 7EE RN 19 112-114154
SRR BY VIS, T R nT LA B SR AR ) B Ak
W, PAANE B 2 Ja) O R b A
AT ) IR A

1B CHIBENY I ) IRAH XS 1~ Ho At B IV &
ML R LA ) SR AR X A b, HLGH
SRR F A R G T E AR HBC AN
BENV KL 55 2L Ath MV JE viT DL &5 25 4) Jc i 1) 35 G 4L
F, RS SCBRBIF T S LA B9 Ay, 1
FBCHIBEN H: 15t B Activin CHl1Activin EffJLIfE
OB BATR 4 G = B CRIBET IR
ARG T REEAT LU 2538

1 Activin ABVS S SHBIE
TGF-BHE 205 1% 01 11 28 345 5 3 0 % il i

[ | BUSHA Il BUSHA
TGF- TBR- | (ALK5) TBR- Il
ALK1
ALK7
Activin A ActR- | B(ALK4) ActR- I
ActR- Il B
BMP ActR— | B(ALK1) BMPR- I
BMPR- | A ActR- Il
BMPR- | B ActR- Il B

AR b, BAT S PRI PSS AR 4 i A M
SA-FRI M, R A S S A ST
-Smadst I K5 S NG, 51 AL
Sk, Ba ol R RIVEDERN Y, Activin A
S GAHN I T B2 AR 2 &, Mo 1 At S
OB BT Re B Ak, A2 A4S F 8, n)
CATE AR I — AR 5P, TGF-plB R %2
PRI RS (1, W A3 AR T T AITITAY, 1
TR T 20 52442 22 2%/ 95 2 M8 (Ser/ Thr) i 4, I
Bitg XA T B 9 I C-tg. T B2 AR 74N A, R
ALKIXI7, T RS2 AR SASE Y, R0 T B2 4k
SRS TIRY 52 PR A R AL, TR 2440 — M A
TR, TCHmESE, 5 S SR T T
T 52k B HLoxh I L6 122,

AN TR N | B AT i | it
TR IS B SRR AT O, TR A I
[ RS2 AR, MR A5 5 4 545 i1 Smads &
F1, ANFEDEALE T8 S2 AR 05 AN F]) 2 ) Smads
AP MR SR RE ) 2 5, SmadsE
3 A3 A 2 RS Y Smads(R-Smads),
FLE YU FESmadl-3. Smad5F1Smad8; 55241
Jy I Smads(Co-Smads), " FL.5h4) 5 Smad4;
5340 A TESmads(I-Smads), f955Smad6Al
Smad7. ZAE EW TR T 8520k 5 ik
W IFR-Smadsfi £ 45 &, T2 C-uin i B
i, WL IR -Smads 71l 5 52 A4 25, 5 Co-
SmadsTE =R )5, W 5125 bz R4St
MR RN N, R 7 el 5 1
HDNAL, £ H 11 e ] 1 2 B I DR A 500,

Smadl. Smad5f1Smad8Z SBMPIHI{E 5
S, MTHALK2(ActR- 1 ). ALK3(BMPR- I A)
FIALK6(BMPR- [ BB AL 1 #4355, 1 Smad2
FSmad3 /- FTGF-pFlActivin AfIfE 165, ol
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187 Activin BRI Activin AB5 Activin AR, SERIZEITZE /N BRI ERAL T 7 — et ik |, H 0 Zﬁ Bc‘i}};gg
NG HE TN 1 B2 AR JE ALK TR, TGO R LLBARI BB L w5 ), BA I JE AR 4E 47 9

2 Activin ABYAEMISIDRE

GR 4] 25 (follistatin) PR 24 m] LA il FE A F SH
(K143 WA T A 46 2%, by SRR 2R 1, S 40 A 6 5
2 —, S Ai) 2. Follistatin®] LAZEAR Y 40 5 s
(. BAEEWTEME R Activin A T IIAE A moE
A&y 50-680 pmol/L)4hi &, dEimiPHETActivin A
(K115 5 5 G I ERPZY Activin B
FollistatinZf; & 155 A1 /) HE Activin AK10455, 7]
TGF-BIYZHAEMILL, Activin AT44K A AR AT LI
I DNA S K 7 S AP -0, 1)
R R ME Activin ANATLLEHFDNAS
P B Activin AFIActivin ABELEL, Activin BJL
PN AR TR 40 AL DN A% R 1
FE oV FERE R (1) /N UL, Activin ART T
FIIEH /N 1045, 17 e 2/ B b 52 s T FE K
993 10 5 92 TR AR ET. JF I 1) P i S et 2 ik
Follistatin n] DAEEEH- 40 g DN A& 1 BL K 71 &
FFFRAERS S 0B f AR AT A6 2 1T AL 2 44
HEMT BT Activin AFIEH IR A5 5 7 5, T DU
HERT 40 B DN A e, 8 JFF 58 43 D) Bk 1 K
B, T804 P 9 Y Activin AZEAR S 12 hITEA 44
EHE K —F, HRFEEEIR 96 h, MIEAR)S
168 h X Tt BEH /K-F[3 4%, KB Activin A{E
ARIGHIHR L AR T 4RI DNA S &
EIFNEFRAE, 5 I 08 2 DN A5 ik
H AN Activin A EEAEY AR — I
VENBRIN T2 5P A RE 2, k2 54l
L0007 Ja e SRR, AEO0 T 38 B 47 4 A0 Fn fi
b, FHEEEIRHIN 72— Activin AR
BAEY I REZ — AR A M R DATS 2 2040 i
A IR Z 5T DRI D B R ST X A0
R &Y. Activin AS: 5 2 Fh i o i) 4 K
5 AT R, A4 P9 AR REA ) 2 Fh 4N i 44 5 -
FR A0 MR T, IR R T AR AR S A
A PR 1A A0

3 BCIE

BCIV I ¥ 567 AL (1 e DN ASC ¢ Hp gl e B,
SRIG AR NI BC IS Jig e e HE R B2, K
B CIE L 5 B AW H69% [FI¥E; 57N B CIE LA
FH97%, 5 NIIFVEIS%, 3N ERIRAL AT A
UL A T R IBC W FE S BAT 3L, BB
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K BCI I F AR L. BAT L)L T
EAR G EANWEALIGRIE, BLFN. &
B 2R 8 R0 I 107 2 AR R B . RN ARG LR 53 #
RIBA- BCHIBENY I 3= B 45 A 71 55 41 M,
TGF-B1 EZ A fE IR L4t . RN AR R4
SIHTRII/N R BCE IEAEEN LS TR ah ik, JHg
Thimr, 9 wkidk g m K BCTE I R /N BAMH
NGRI A =, HARGF A7, R A 15 IER RICH
B 2E, FFRECOH o/ R i) T8 25 0], BFEhRg
RS TR (= 7 O NI G 2 RO S SO R i DA B 1
A0 il ZHep G2 H A7 /b 5 [ BCIEHE M BE Kk
IMRNARIE, TEBAIELIA, JIF4H w40 fu bk
Hep3BIA A 235 IV FEmRN AR IA; 76 BT
Jo 40 L RHATTEC3, JUR I 2 L 55 AR 4 ik
JULE BB FERIA. 5N N pC A i
B ANV D RE, R FHIAT 40 FRDN A A B
E Il e o (e A N~ WE= T O RS Ui
G A S AR #E B AR S (B A BCHIBEE.
LU BAR2 AT R TA B AT LA K I R 5L
(H /AR i) R %, MBC. PEAL S #ifk4itl
WICH B 25 5% (HBrdUbRIdiE A e E 2 did
KILBA. BCHIBEIEAHIHIDNA S i, BEV Ak
SR L S AR AR TR A AR i AR D (b
FRH<5%), NREFR T UEHBC. BENEEATHIHIAT
FEFIDNAG RE L. F R84 )5 (9 3h
TR 22 G2 3T AN 360 I PR A R H i 7 1%
2, FAEFEIN A BC IV IEAE JF R 4 D) Bk AR
Ja IR R SR, A BCIEEE A I AT
T A= (R el T, DR A B B A T
I B AT B Th e 2L R A R T F 4. RNA
RS 23 T 15 70% FF I G A DIBR AR 1, B
AN PR BCIERE I mRNAZKFAE6 hy £ ik
WS N, 12 hIFLR T R124%, 24 hik3 5L |,
48 h M [E21.50%, 72 Wk Z1EH. FIRT-PCRJj %
R 7 VISR AR 5 e N BCIE AL mRN A
BT R, 547525 HINorthern blotting
S HTBCIIEFIMRN AR IALEA G BN IF 46T,
3 hikE g KL T E50%, 6 hITUG AR IE & LR
30%, 24-48 hilfi % E]10%-20%, 72 hIF 4Pk 2
PETE @ MBA LI FRIBAEAR T3 hFRAC R AR
f1130%, 6 hTI = %70%, 12 hIT i RI245% e 4, 24
hB2250%, 48 hitmRI24%5 A4, 72 hFH 2345,
120 hTFZof%5. T KLY, ARE5HLE 1

THk, Bp A ARBEIT
4 it M 9 DNA A
R~ TR A6
YER.
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Activin AR5 %
Fming A KL
it A2, kA 4k
AR B % A dm
R ¥g 3 S5 F dm
R, ERHS
R R
I A A N T
o AR

BCIIEMRNAKIALEAR 53 hiig A T, 6 hji [
1K, 48 hiF Z AR, 72 hJE FFUAIK R T pAZK
KAE6 hTFEn292.51%, 12 hI sl 124 hi4 %3
%, 48 hfF 22 24%, 72 h[% 422,54, 120 hf% 426.54%.
WA BTN A B CAT 1 40 it 384 5 ) L (A
eIl I H DN AA T A 18 75 5 4 M T2 1)
BRI, ARAMGRIN Y472 h MTTIE 47
RN RIEBA L BCHIBENYIEHL fit 41 fih 7% 41
fiHepG2. Hep3BFTH4IIEC3 (A1, FUZEBAE
SRR B 2. TR R BCIE L T CHOA il
EjHepG241 i S 15 9%, HepG2 1A= K W it 52 31|
I, R CHOM MK IE I W i) . 144
TEPEM Activin CH I HepG2 B4 4 (1 T . 5 4
24 hJE KGIl, —#F #EE R %% $HepG2. Hep3B
FIHAITE C34H fu 8 T Thig. 550k MU (3 e it
FEGIR T AR, EHep G241 i ik BA . BC
FIBEN L5 T P T RN 53 ) i BRI 7 6
5fi; 1EHep3BI 24642 ; {EHAIIEC341 i, 4y
AR, 5. 7M. BRI RGABAL BCHIBEL A
HWOE T Caspaseld T-05 Sl g, MiAELL il
THDNA G BANSZ 5, 22 W) 40 f o /b 7 il i
1A WS ol

TR 73 DEFTHIA A BCIE LA HBA Y
SARFS BT Dhfe, R4 N DNAG
Ao~ BFREFF A 4 R PHITS A L4
AN FE 0 T 40 MR A ML 1 278 6 e 2 fish B C 31 ik
()RR 3 BE 2AA J , 7AE SO AL (M. O.1.) 7 5
EDNA S I N #1150%, 40 % H W21
I, TUNE LA W AR 0 21 40 i 3 7. 76 2 B
B C V. 5 [ J s 2 2 A4 B e i — o I L R (30
M.O.L), 5 AN 7 1) 5 1 i 1 B E IV 2 [ 5 27 4
RS [R L gy, B Jo o R = 38 InAML 1241 /i
VDN A -G R B3 17 7 2 i B E P 55 1) i
R AR G R E UL (30 M.OL), 5
2 B C V. ik 11 JIt I 2 230 A4 S ) e e, RITASE Y
T & 7S AML1 240 g DN A& 8 W 2
4B 30 MLO.L ¥ g Bt B C 1 356 f1 IR 95 75 444
510 MO 4 ity BE NV F [ 3 75 28 A L 4%
YAMLI2NM, KA Actvin C. Actvin CEFI
Actvin BER AR, 0405 BV L (1) 19 25
AR INEI30 MLO.LIY, Actvin EFE (438 IA14 N,
Actvin CEZ A& /b, T Actvin CEE (AP
U B CPHE AN B E NV 5 70 40 i 3 1) AR A A
], T =3 Z AR LR AR FL R G R, FER
LBCILELI 4, Ik X IABEW L P HIHIDNAS
X, 7EZIEBENE LKA i, 3 235 BC IV HEAN 5L

DNA & .

Ty SRS UE S e va b T /N BC
W IEI DN A SRS B2 A, il AML 1241 fu ¥
BT R, n Ak H 3G, 40 iR DN A G L
THURE B . FH AR B BT AR BELIBT B C P 1
Ik, I CLBH W DL BN . AR e Rk BC I
(R0 8% FE AL FEAML 1240 iy, T DL &g 25 18
IHIAMLI240 Hd (3458, Activin AFIHIAMLI1241
JEETEY. Activin AT LIS S40 41 43467, (1
g G i B B C IV & 1) MU 5 3 44 1) 20 4 i AN
75k, 1 HE B A HActivin AYEFH, 1
Follistatin /N5 1 BC T HE (1 PL IR T RE™. FhAh &
SEHG R Activin CANAESS B Follistatin, A
WA E I T AL 2 ARG A1 B GAH N 1A )
RIPBCIFAEF SAMLI24N i =320k, 1MBA
WIEAEIHAL JG FAMLI1241 i s R IA . B U4
Th B C P 5 P MR 25 23 AR 1 4 J 5% R S Ab B, ]
LB S A B AR R 0 Al S 5. SR o W
AN RE T Activin ACIHITE K, Tk /D Activin
AT, V89 i (A ) L ek i i a3k 40 P 3
FEe,

JHIFBYIBR A S5 28 (Bl 45 ik 45 T 4 s pC
TEEE ) B B A, I RIABCIEAES dZ920%.
7 dZ150% /AT I A e Rk BC AL, S50 R4
Eis, L RIAPCIILL124 ) fF 4218 S n bk,
BrdU#Fsic {27548 40 i 71 A5 A v e, R o
ST I I, A A A R I T S I I
JHL(10%) 057 T 33 B C V. FE 19 40 i J s, 39
Activin CHJ BEAFAE S 0 Wi b FERIAE FHEY. R
Jri48 h, XF FRALIF AL 24T Activin AL, &
Activin CFik; 1Mk 2 IA B C KL ZH W) fe A il 1)
Activin CHlActivin ACHKIA, (HAT A F] Activin
AR,

B C V. 0f JHJUE A= 49 2 AE ) JL A ] AL
iill: (D)Activin CH LT Activin AFIFER], B4
HIDNAA BAAT A (2)Activin CHLE ALK
15 5 e 30 R AT HRAE EDN A S A 7
VER; B)iBRL e HEActivin ACE B> T
Activin AR IE; (4)Activin CIl I ST (15 5 54
S EINEH T Activin ARIZEYIRON. 5 ER
P80 B AN Activin AFAE T TR 20 3E T DNA
B EA L T2 A P A e T 1 A
ANSEHF LA EATAT — R, — A& BCIE A P i
BRE/NER, FERER R B e IEAs Fid e fE T RE
FILPHEEF, S FHEAL A Activin C 4%
VER T AR IR I AT 41 L A Hep G241 ™, XX T

www.wjgnet.com



BXE, F. SHRCHSHRENARERE

1563

AT Activin CXF LA F P A0 I i Az K TG 5
MActivin AN WAE] = 1A, [FgG
Activin CHAFEMT Activin ARHHI1E . Activin
CHEAEHTKS6241135 d, FFASH mi L my 21 41
W53k (HActivin AN B ARHE T KS6241 i )
ZLA1 Ak Activin CEL 3 H T IEAC I F: 1
KU ARG 3 d, XTFSH - WEEA TR,
1M Activin AW 82 A2 3E T FSHIK) 3 it

16 C C 1,75 5 1 K BUMT 2F 4E fb B 8 o,
Taqman$R &t & P CREL I 2 H P 1B A Y JEF1
B C WV HE 1) e ik vl b 3-445 50 2 W 7 JIT 41 o
Qb T AE R AR AS I =38 A RE 1R H K, i
FERTF A0 AL T A KORG8 W R IE &
BA%, ZRAABCILEE D) RE v A 55 1% 5 JFF 41 R iy
DNAG A K. AN, A S50 R ILRRIERT T BA
WV FE R TEAT R, 1B C 3 1 ik T st
FE LR IRIE 5 11K BUFT P9 i Northern blotting#6;
DRI, PAVFELEMRIF12 hRikH Fift e, L0t
e A10 minkt5 minft =8 25 120 min)s, KR
AS minF110 minT &34 E; BCIEEImRNA
(MR IEIEA T AL,

7 R R B 2R R R R I, BATE LSy
AT AEFE R Ay bz b, pBIE AN 4y
ATAEFRES BB AN Mpy, BCE b 43 A T L i 41
s AEAR A s 4H i b =3 4 3A; BB BC
LR A A AE RS T M, BA BCIEIEIEAE H
HIRR IR 20 20 P rp 3R IE, =38 76 1 A R 6 I 5
RSP L3845 I8, R AR T e A2
W TPE Activin AB. Activin AC. Activin BCAI
() Activin C AR MIA7LE.

Activin C{£40-200 pg/Li I GRS %
(IR A0 i b 52 41 98 41 LN Ca P AT Hep G241 g
[IDNAZ AT 50, TiActivin ATE40 pg/L
s AN L4 I DN AG %, Hep G241
WSl {83, A4 F Activin CJil h(40 ug/LAN
200 pg/L) 45T Activin A, X Activin A0 41 i
DNA? IR TCAT T 5 ma . & W fu #h Activin
CATHEActivin A4 PG 5% F. Activin A
FlActivin BFE40 40 pg/LIA5E R Al W] g4
LNCaP4ii il [ DNA i, 1M Activin C(40-200 ug/L)
SFLNCaPA i [FIDNA A B M5, 45 FE ] 8
N, Activin CXFATR RS 2L R TC S L%,
M Activin B A 1 2 Wik £e402 15 Ik [ 45 SR
{7 FELIS AVEAT I, it RakBCW L )5, FEPC3HT
H1Ji R 40 0 N AT Activin CRIActivin ACIHIE
Ji%, i Activin ARIEIRD, FfFActivin ABEE T
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TR S FE R B8 T B, ZERT IR o 45
Rtb S FE AR Activin CHEZHIE A IFIDN A

SEM, AN I A0 I R R 5 LA Activin CXHf
Activin AFI{ 555 il B b e s 1,

TaqmanfEl & HPCRIERM, pCIIERR

TENTNE RIS Ah, fEf . BAE. NS, 2L,
N = SN ) NN = O 7 1) A4 [ S o
2R15; [FlH Western blottingyZ: tHilF 5 Activin CHL
FIAE DAL 3B R IAT. s AL Ak v R BT 4n
JROJBT o AR TR 20 2 WA A PR 5K . OB Y iR
LI I N = g 2 N O ST A I T R
FUIR AL T AR A AR B R IRERIR
Wi AT Activin C25 1381557,

4 BENIE

FEBEE BCI AL v b, /N K BRI I BENE.
LS Rk T BRI BE I JE 5 RC
FEFYETEIL62%, S5BAFIBBI A M IH£145%, 1
T GF-Bil 505 HoA i 57 [ 20%-40%, BA
FNBBEIE A5 63%.

KBEW AL 5 BCIEE R TELS2%, HBA
165% A5 /N R BEI.HE [FEH9%, 5 A [R5
97%, S AT — AR AL . BEE L
ANBYYIA, HAEITF P Rk, 7N A
XA, 76 9 2035 BRI IH- 40 205 76
N B % (lipopolysaccharide, LPS)i% 5 i AT I 20
SN IAP, PIRP T A BEZE I mRN AKX
Y03 L, 766 hitfik sl {HK 7 FmRNA
R T RN T IEE IR, R
Pl [7) BY 2 8 X BV 36 76 JIF 4 1] BE A7 76 AN [
(10 A= B BN PR D RE, A D S I RS
ANTR R V. BBV FE A A 2 (4 4350 & 3
FRGEEE, 7555236 123742 FE R 4t 5 (1 g D) I
S A A PE ALY B4R,

A BENEHE 5 /N B[R UR 15 97%, 5 K B I
TN96%, WAFEMI M EIY)IE L, Northern blot-
tingV KT BRI AT AN, GOBEL SR MR A
G, BGRLRE R LA A A S AT Rk, (H
I = RNIAN 7% U EL 7B N oL S Sl AP N ]
mRNA. AR 5 7 KANK 2.7 kb a4,
11 B CFHBEV 5 [ B DRI 7 /N BRI N FBA T[] —
@’fZ'S [_1[50,53].

JAE A8 Sl s PEAE AT = 1CAE R L J i X
RNABFORA 73 M K ILBEFIBA. BC—Ff L 57
ARAERT SRR, RNABE 53 HrR /N U BE
WHEEAEELR.STFUhaR Ik, 78 H A Rk iy, H

WA R
AX &Rk, &
BRI RFRE
PR AR
# 5 KA.
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A2 )G R BENV SR B SUASEAT LIWTARI A =, 1
H AT RS A73G, ERA b5 IER RG22
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