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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of tumor
necrosis factor receptor 6 (TR6) protein in gastric
carcinoma (GC) and its clinical significance.

METHODS: Tissue microarray was constructed
using 79 cases of GC tissues, 45 dysplasia (Dys) tis-
sues, 37 intestinal metaplasia (IM) and 42 chronic
superficial gastritis (CSG) tissues. Immunohisto-
chemistry was employed to detect the expression
of TR6 protein. Statistical analysis was performed
to figure out the correlation between TR6 expres-
sion and the clinicopathological features of GC.

RESULTS: The positive rate of TR6 protein in
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GC tissues was significantly higher than that
in Dys (x* = 2.288, P = 0.022), IM (x° = 2.639, P
= 0.008) and CSG tissues (x° = 3.593, P = 0.000).
The expression of TR6 protein in the well-
differentiated GC tissues was significantly lower
than that in the poorly-differentiated ones (x* =
2.183, P = 0.029). Moreover, the positive rate of
TR6 protein was markedly lower in the groups
of TNM stage I, II or without lymph node me-
tastasis than that in the groups of stage IIl, IV (x*
= 2.194, P = 0.028) or with lymph node metasta-
sis (yx° = 5.021, P = 0.000). The expression of TR6
was not associated with the age, sex of patients,
or the tumor invasive depth.

CONCLUSION: Over-expression of TR6 may
play an important role in the pathogenesis, de-
velopment and metastases of GC. TR6 gene may
serve as an important molecular biological indi-
cator in diagnosing and predicating the biologi-
cal behavior of GC.
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