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Abstract

AIM: To study the single nucleotide
polymorphismin (SNP) of interleukin-18 (IL-18)
gene in Chinese Han population of Shanghai,
and to clarify the significance of IL-18 gene SNP
in the development of ulcerative colitis (UC).

METHODS: DNAs were obtained from periph-
eral blood of 50 UC patients and 128 healthy
controls. Genotypes of four IL-18 SNPs (rs187238,
rs5744228, rs360718 and rs360717) were identi-
fied by polymerase chain reaction (PCR) amplifi-
cation and direct sequencing,.

RESULTS: The frequencies of the C allele in
15187238, rs360718, and the A allele in rs360717
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were significantly higher in UC patients than
those in the controls (x* = 9.26, P < 0.01). The
haplotype estimation suggested that there was
also a significant difference between UC patients
and controls (3> = 7.04, P < 0.01).

CONCLUSION: Three SNPs and the haplotype
of IL-18 gene might be closely related to the eti-
ology of UC.
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(PIAH . G/A 8 6
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