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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinical manifestations of
gastric leiomyosarcoma as well as to summarize
its diagnostic and therapeutic experience for
decreased misdiagnosis and missed diagnosis.

METHODS: Thirty-six cases of gastric leiomyo-
sarcoma were retrospectively studied at our
hospital from January 1980 through December
2007. Clinical manifestations, the diagnosis and
treatment were investigated.

RESULTS: Of 36 patients, 31 cases of upper gas-
trointestinal hemorrhage (86.1%), 4 cases of shock
caused by massive hemorrhage, 22 cases of epigas-
tric masses (61.1%), irregular epigastralgia (69.4%),
28 cases of anemia (77.7%), and 3 cases of pyloric
obstruction (9.6%) were observed. Among 17 cases
administrated with upper gastrointestinal barium
meal, 10 was diagnosed as gastric carcinoma, 4
gastric ulcer and 3 no lesions. Among 25 upper
gastrointestinal CT scans, 18 abdominal masses
were found, of which, 5 cases were diagnosed as
gastric leiomyosarcoma, 3 as pancreatic pseudo-
cyst and 4 as pancreatic head cancer. Of 31 cases
undergoing gastric endoscopy and biopsy, 7 cases
were diagnosed as gastric leiomyosarcoma (22.6%).
Tumor metastasis was not associated with tumor

size, growth pattern or growth position.

CONCLUSION: The clinical manifestations of gas-
tric leiomyosarcoma were lack of specific features
and gastric leiomyosarcoma is prone to misdiagno-
sis. Operation and histopathological examinations
are best treatment and diagnostic options.
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