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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of connective
tissue growth factor (CTGF) and transforming
growth factorpl (TGFB1) in non-alcoholic
steatohepatitis hepatic tissue and to explore
correlation between them during hepatic
fibrosis.

METHODS: HE staining, RT-PCR and immuno-
histochemistry methods were used to measure
TGFB1 and CTGF mRNA expression levels in
liver tissue of 21 patients with non-alcoholic ste-
atohepatitis and 10 normal controls meanwhile
hepatic histopathological changes were evalu-
ated.
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RESULTS: The optical microscopic analysis
indicated that liver inflammation and fibrosis
were apparently present in non-alcoholic ste-
atohepatitis group (NASH group). And immu-
nohistochemistry analysis revealed that the ex-
pressions of TGFB1 and CTGF in hepatic tissue
were significantly higher in NASH group than
in normal control group (109.52 * 4.50 vs 114.47
+2.00,117.07 + 3.60 vs 125.05 + 3.37, both P < 0.01).
TGFB1 mRNA and CTGF mRNA expression
were enhanced significantly in NASH group,
compared with the control group (0.66 + 0.07 vs
0.46 +0.04, 0.59 £ 0.08 vs 0.41 = 0.05, both P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: The enhanced expressions
of TGFB1 and CTGF in hepatic liver tissue of
non-alcoholic steatohepatitis patients might be
involved in fatty fibrosis. CTGF plays an im-
portant role in diagnosis and treatment of non-
alcoholic fatty liver disease.
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