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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of E-cadherin
(E-cad) and B-catenint (B-cat) complex in
esophageal carcinoma (EC) tissue and the
clinicopathologic properties in EC patients and
to further explore their relationship with the
prognosis.

METHODS: The data of 67 EC patients under-
going radical esophagectomy from 1998 to 2001
were reviewed and analyzed. The expression of

www. wjgnet.com

E-cad and B-cat in the resected esophageal car-
cinoma tissue was detected using immunohisto-
chemical technique. The prognostic factors were
analyzed by Kaplan-Meier univariate and Cox
multivariate survival analyses.

RESULTS: The univariate Kaplan-Meier analy-
sis showed that age, the degree of tumor dif-
ferentiation, depth of invasion, lymph node
metastasis and the expression of E-cad and B-cat
complex were very important prognostic factors
for EC patients. The multivariate analysis dem-
onstrated that the degree of tumor differentia-
tion and depth of invasion, lymph node metas-
tasis were independent prognostic factors (P =
0.039, 0.006, 0.020), Risk degree were 2.675, 3.077,
2.958 while E-cad-B-cat could not be used as in-
dependent prognostic factors for EC patients.

CONCLUSION: Both the expression of E-cad -
B-cat complex and clinicopathologic properties
are very important for prognosis of EC patients.
The clinicopathologic properties could be used
as independent markers for predicting the prog-
nosis. The degree of tumor differentiation is the
most important prognostic factor.
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