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Abstract

Pancreatic carcinoma is a highly malignant
tumor in digestive tract, characterized by rapid
progression, early metastasis, limited response to
chemotherapy and radiotherapy, and an intense
fibrotic reaction known as tumor desmoplasia.
Carcinoma cells are surrounded by dense stroma
consisting of myofibroblast-like cells, collagens,
and fibronectin. Recent studies suggest that
pancreatic stellate cells play an important role in
this reaction and can stimulate pancreatic tumor
cell proliferation, progression and metastasis.
This review describes the discovery, activation
pathway, interaction between pancreatic stellate
cells and pancreatic tumor cells, and the role
of pancreatic stellate cells in the process of
pancreatic cancer initiation, progression, and
metastasis.
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IR, DecorinE B i 1) A Kook Rt v R I G 1 1 47
YEH, @RI R . RIRLTHEE R, 54
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