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Abstract

Over the past decade, the advances in our
understanding of stem cell biology and the role
of stem cells in neoplasms, such as colorectal
cancer, have been remarkable. The theory of
cancer stem cells states that a subset of cancer
cells within a tumor has the ability to self-
renew and differentiate. More and more studies
implicated that cancer stem cells may originate
from adult stem cells. The adult stem cells in
intestinal crypts, i.e., intestinal stem cells, may
relate with the pathogenesis of colorectal cancer
closely. This paper reviews the recent advances
about intestinal stem cells and cancer stem cells
of colorectal cancer.
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