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Abstract

AIM: To study the positive rate of auto-
antibodies, locations of their target antigens
in esophageal cancer patients and correlation
between auto-antibodies and esophageal cancer.

METHODS: Auto-antibodies in sera of 92 esoph-
ageal cancer patients and 135 healthy controls
were detected with indirect immunofluorescence
(IIF).

RESULTS: The positive rate of auto-antibodies

in esophageal cancer patients was significantly
higher than that in normal controls (55.43% vs
20.00%, P < 0.01). A significant difference was
found in the fluorescence pattern and location
of target antigens between the two groups. Al-
though the positive rate of auto-antibodies in-
creased with increasing age (P < 0.05, y° = 4.68,
x> =3.93; P <0.05 " =5.93, y° = 3.86), it was sig-
nificantly higher in esophageal cancer patients
than in normal controls (P < 0.05, y* = 5.01; P <
0.01, xz =943, xz =18.1). The positive rate of au-
to-antibodies was significantly higher in normal
controls and in women with esophageal cancer
than in males with esophageal cancer (P < 0.01,
x> =834, y* = 6.90).

CONCLUSION: The spectra of auto-antibodies
in esophageal cancer patients are different from
those in normal controls and patients with au-
toimmune disease, thus contributing to the dif-
ferentiation between healthy persons and cancer
patients.
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