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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of Ezrin,
CD44 and E-cadherin and their crorelations with
the tumor biological behavior in gastric cancer.

METHODS: Immunohistochemical technique
was used to detect the expression of Ezrin, CD44
and E-cadherin in 80 gastric cancer samples and
62 adjacent mucosal samples.

RESULTS: Ezrin over-expression was positively
correlated with the lymphatic metastasis but
inversely correlated with the cancer differentia-
" tion (both P < 0.05). CD44 over-expression was
positively correlated with the depth of cancer
invasion, lymphatic metastasis, but inversely
correlated with the differentiation level (P < 0.05).

E-cadherin expression was inversely correlated
with the depth of invasion, lymphatic metasta-
sis, and differentiation level (P < 0.05). Spear-
man correlation analysis showed that there was
a positive correlation between Ezrin and CD44
expression (r, = 0.305, P < 0.05), and an inverse
correlation between Ezrin and E-cadherin ex-
pression (r, = - 0.314, P <0.05).

CONCLUSION: The increase of Ezrin expression
can affect the cell differentiation and adhesion of
gastric carcinoma by modulating the expression
of adhesion molecules E-cadherin and CD44.
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