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Abstract

AIM: To summarize the clinical and spiral CT
characteristics of primary sarcomatoid hepatic
carcinoma in order to improve its diagnosis.

METHODS: CT findings of 8 patients with pri-
mary sarcomatoid hepatic carcinoma were ana-
lyzed retrospectively. Plain and enhanced spiral
CT scan was performed for all patients.

RESULTS: All the 8 patients were males with
a mean age of 43 years. Of them, 6 had fever.
Laboratory test showed a normal count of WBC
and positive HBsAg. AFP was normal in 2 pa-
tients and 123 g/L in 6 patients. All the patients
had a Child-Pugh A of liver function, 7 had no
liver cirrhosis. The diameter of primary sar-
comatoid hepatic carcinoma ranged 5 -10 cm.
Huge cystic-solid lesions with irregular septa
were found in 2 patients, multiple nodulated
soft tissue shadows in 4 patients, and inhomo-
geneous low-density lesion with unconspicu-
ous enhancement in the other 2 patients. Can-

cer embolus in the portal vein was displayed in
3 out of the 8 patients.

CONCLUSION: Primary sarcomatoid hepatic
carcinoma is characterized by hepatic sarcoma
and carcinoma. Its diagnosis depends largely on
pathology and immunohistochemistry.
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