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Abstract
AIM: To study the clinical value of angiography
and transcatheter arterial embolization (TAE)
for the iatrogenic upper gastrointestinal
hemorrhage.

METHODS: Thirty seven cases with iatrogenic
hemorrhage in the upper digestive tract received
emergency selective angiography. According to
the interval from bleeding onset to angiographic
time, patients were divided into two groups,
that is, the emergency group (n = 28 cases) and
non-emergency group (n = 9 cases). According
to find out positions and causes of bleeding dur-
ing angiography, all patients underwent arterial
embolization with different embolic agents.

RESULTS: DSA revealed positive result in 33
cases of 37cases with a total positive rate of
89.2% (33/37). The positive rate for the emer-
gency group was 96.4% (27/28) and 66.7%(6/9)
for non-emergency group. Positive rate of angi-
ography was significantly higher in emergency
group than in non-emergency group (P < 0.05).
Arterial embolization was successfully carried
out in 31 positive cases; 2 severe pancreatitis
cases rebled 1 week after embolization and was
treated successfully with re-embolization. One
severe pancreatitis case had no bleeding, but
died of multi-organ function failure 13 days
later. Of four cases with negative angiography
who undertook trial embolizing therapy, bleed-
ing ceased in 3 cases; 1 case who failed bleeding
was given surgery to stop bleeding. During the
3-12 month-follow-up, there were no relapse or
complications.

CONCLUSION: Emergency selective angiog-
raphy improves positive rate and plays an im-
portant role in detecting the sites of iatrogenic
upper gastrointestinal massive bleeding. Selec-
tive arterial embolization is a safe and effective
hemostatic measure.
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