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Abstract

AIM: To investigate shift of Th1/Th2 and Tcl/
Tc2 balance in peripheral blood of gastric cancer
patients.

METHODS: Peripheral blood samples were
collected from 25 preoperative gastric cancer
patients and 25 healthy controls. Intracellular
cytokine expression (IFN-y, IL-4) of activated T
lymphocytes were assessed by four-color flow
cytometric analysis.

RESULTS: The ratios of Th1/PBL, Tc1/PBL,
Th1/Th2 and Tcl/Tc2 in gastric cancer patients
were significantly lower than the normal con-
trol group (6.242% * 4.078% vs 3.047% £1.710%,
14.171% * 8.984% vs 6.393% + 5.235%, 3.127% +
3.633% vs 1.172% + 0.300%, 17.200% + 25.930% vs

3.252% £ 8.732%, all P < 0.01).

CONCLUSION: There is a shift in the Th1/Th2,
Tc1/Tc2 balance toward Th2 and Tc2 dominance
in peripheral blood of gastric cancer patients,
suggesting that cellular immunity of gastric can-
cer patients is inhibited and that the abnormal
differentiation of T cell subsets might play an
important role in the pathologic process of gas-
tric cancer.
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Saxich Th1/PBL Th2/PBL Th1/Th2 Tcl/PBL Tc2/PBL Tcl/Tc2
F&EH  6.242+£4.078  3.698+3.657 3.127+3.633  14.171+8.984  7.591 +9.241 17.200 + 25.930
SeH  3.047+1.710° 2593+£1.396  1.172+0.300° 6.393+£5.235° 4.970 +4.259 3.252 +8.732°

°P<0.01 vs IEE4A.
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