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Abstract

AIM: To assess the feasibility, effectiveness and
complications of the placement of expandable
metallic stents in patients with anastomotic
obstruction following gastric cancer surgery.

METHODS: Under the guide of X-ray and gas-
troscopy, 15 cases with anastomotic obstruction
due to gastric cancer surgery were placed with
metallic stents. An evaluation of placement
skills, clinical success rate and complications
was conducted as well as survival duration and
stent patent rate were calculated in Kaplan-
Meier analysis.

RESULTS: Stent placement was technically
successful in 13 out of 15 patients (86.7%). After
stent placement, 12 patients (92.3%) experienced
remarkable improvement of symptoms. In the

follow-up (2-66 wk), abdominal pain occurred in
3 cases (23%), stent removal in 2 cases (15.4%),
stent obstruction due to tumor overgrowth in 1
case (8%) and gastrointestinal bleeding in 2 cases
(15.4%). The median survival duration and stent
patent period were 87.0 and 140.0 d respectively.

CONCLUSION: Placement of metallic stents in
patients with anastomotic stenosis due to gastric
cancer surgery is technically feasible, safe, and
clinically effective. It is also beneficial to improve
patients’ quality of life, although complications
may occur in some cases.
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