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Abstract

IL-23 belongs to IL-12 family and is composed
of IL-23 P19 and IL-12 P40 subunits. IL-23 func-
tions through a receptor complex consisting
of an IL-12RB1 and a specific IL-23R chain in T
cells, induces activation of Statl, Stat3 and Stat4,
and triggers T cells to produce IL-10 and INF-y.
Additionally, IL-23 induces the differentiation
of native CD4" T cells into highly pathogenic
Th17 cells that produce IL-17, IL-6 and TNF-q,
and subsequently causes chronic colitis. Recent
studies have demonstrated that the 1L-23/1L-17
axis plays a critical role in the pathogenesis of
inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) and may rep-
resent a target for therapeutic intervention for
IBD.
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