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Abstract

The gastrointestinal tract has developed multiple
mechanisms of protection from intrinsic and ex-
trinsic injury, including but not limited to drugs,
ischemic/reperfusion injuries, and infections
such as Helicobacter pylori. These range from mu-
cosal blood flow and strengthening the epithelial
barrier to luminal factors such as HCO, secretion
and regulating epithelial cell-surface pH. We
reviewed recent development in host defense
against Helicobacter pylori, duodenal bicarbon-
ate secretion, protection from nonsteroidal anti-
inflammatory drugs induced gastrointestinal
injury, and apoptosis, as well as newer therapies.
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