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Abstract

AIM: To retrospectively evaluate the changes
in biliary drainage procedures for patients with
bile duct stones.

METHODS: The clinical records of 3691 patients
with bile duct stones treated at our hospital from
1986 to 2007 were collected, while the clinical
data of patients with bile duct stones reported
in the literature between 1960 and 1980 were
obtained by searching the Chinese Biomedical
Literature Database (CBMDisc). The changes in
biliary drainage procedures (e.g., T-Tube drain-
age and biliary-intestinal anastomosis) were
analyzed. Moreover, the possible reasons behind
such changes were explored.

RESULTS: During the periods from 1960 t01980,
1986 to 1996 and 1997 to 2007, T-Tube drainage
and biliary-intestinal anastomosis were used in

www. wjgnet.com

74.70% and 16.90%, 35.20% and 38.42%, 70.30%
and 10.16% of patients undergoing surgical ther-
apy, respectively.

CONCLUSION: Over the past 50 years, the
changes in biliary drainage procedures for pa-
tients with bile duct stones in China can be di-
vided into three different stages, namely, biliary
tract exploration plus T-Tube drainage, biliary-
intestinal anastomosis, and radical treatment of
focal infection plus T-Tube drainage.

Key Words: Bile duct stones; Biliary tract explora-
tion; T-Tube drainage; Biliary-intestinal anastomosis
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