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Abstract

Orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) is an
effective treatment for the end-stage liver diseases.
Rejection reaction of graft remains a major cause
of post-transplantation liver dysfunction and
even failure. Immunologic role of Kupffer cells
in liver transplantation is frequently ignored.
Many investigations demonstrated that Kupffer
cells activate T cells through direct antigen
presentation, and aggravate transplantation
rejection reaction. At the same time, Kupffer
cells may induce apoptosis of T cells by FasL
and evoke transplantation tolerance. This review
discusses the immunologic role of Kupffer cells in
liver transplantation.
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