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Abstract

AIM: To evaluate the leakage rate and to identify
risk factors after anterior resection for rectal
cancer.

METHODS: During February 1998 and May
2007, 518 patients underwent anterior resection
in our hospital. We performed a retrospective
study to identify risk factors for anastomotic
leakage.

RESULTS: In our patients, the anastomic leak
rate was 9.2% (48 of 518 patients). The risk fac-
tors for anastomotic leakage after anterior resec-
tion included age > 65 years old, albumin level
less than 35 g/L, diabetes medical history, ab-
sence of a protective stoma and tumor diameter
> 30 mm.

CONCLUSION: For patients with high risk fac-
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tors for anastomotic leakage, a protective stoma
significantly decreases the rate of clinical leaks
and subsequent reoperation after low anterior
resection.
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