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Abstract

Pancreatoduodenectomy remains a conventional
procedure for pancreatic head cancer, however, it
has been associated with high incidence of recur-
rence and low survival rate due to the specific
characteristics of biological behavior of pancreatic
head cancer, leading to the introduction of ex-
tended pancreatoduodenectomy with an attempt
to improve the curative resection rate. With the
latest literature review, this article presents the
evidence for extended pancreatoduodenectomy
from a pathological and anatomical point of view,
and also described the standardized procedures,
indications, and risk of extended pancreaticoduo-
denectomy for lymphadenectomy, neural clear-
ance and combined vascular resection. Extended
pancreatoduodenectomy for pancreatic head
cancer significantly improves resection rate but
doesn’t increase surgical risk.
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