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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinicopathologic
characteristics of metachronous colorectal cancer
and to facilitate its diagnosis and treatment.

METHODS: Thirty-one cases diagnosed with
metachronous colorectal cancer were treated
and closely followed up. Clinical records such
as the occurrence, distribution, and stage of in-
dex and secondary tumors were retrospectively
reviewed. The prognosis after surgery was also
analyzed.

RESULTS: Secondary tumors occurred in all
31 patients in an average of 5.1 years after the
diagnosis of their index colorectal cancers. Three
cases had a third tumor after an average of 3.8
years, and then two of them had a fourth tumor
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after an average interval of 3.5 years. Of the 31
cases, 45.2 percent of them had synchronous
adenoma. The majority of index tumors (59.5%)
were located in the rectum or sigmoid colon.
Most of the secondary tumors were similar to
or better than their index tumors in the levels of
differentiation and pathological grades. An aver-
age survival of 8.3 years was achieved after the
radical operation of the index tumor. The 5-year
survival rate reached 84.8%.

CONCLUSION: In patients with metachronous
colorectal cancer, the primary tumor is more
commonly located in the rectum or sigmoid co-
lon. With the occurrence of subsequent tumor,
interval time was shortened gradually. An inten-
sive periodic checkup after operation is strongly
recommended for improvement of prognosis.
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